
The past two years have been an interesting time in the spiritual life of long-time parishioners Jon and
Mary Wentworth. Memorable events included Jon joining the Catholic Church last Easter and Mary
visiting the Saint Rose Perpetual Adoration Chapel for the first time last fall and becoming a regular
adorer and substitute.

Jon, who was raised Lutheran in Rochester, Minn., attended Saint Rose for almost 30 years when he
decided he was ready to become Catholic. He joined the parish RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults) program last fall. “My choice was focused on growing and deepening my faith,” he says. “It was
an interesting journey, especially with Mary as my sponsor. I recognized the benefits of us going through
the process together. A lot of discussion occurred at home and in the car. It was a good experience.”

Mary has been Catholic all her life. Her parents, who were born and raised in Ireland, met in Chicago.
Mary attended St. Bartholomew parish school and Good Counsel, an all-girls high school. Married in
1989, she became active at Saint Rose as a Sunday school teacher when her kids were young. When they
got older she was a Confirmation catechist for four years.

Jon was active in Boy Scouts, coaching youth sports and the Holy Hammers program. Mary was a Girl
Scout leader for nine years and volunteered at the food shelf She currently is chairperson of the parish
Faith Formation committee.

 Mary had heard and thought about the Adoration Chapel for years but could never figure out a good
time to commit. “When I went for the first time I could not believe how much I loved it,” she says. “I
have my regular hour and this dedicated time I spend with God has really deepened my faith. I love the
peace and quiet.”

Jon and Mary Wentworth

Other things to know about Mary and Jon:
• Mary, a graduate of the Illinois Institute of Technology,
worked as an environmental consultant until their third
child was born. Today she is a kindergarten teacher’s aid at
Pike Lake Elementary School. In her spare time she likes to
read historical fiction books.
• Jon graduated from the University of Wisconsin. He was a
member of the environmental staff at the University of
Minnesota for 30 years. Last year he joined Medtronic as a
environmental health and safety specialist. He’s also an avid
hiker, especially on the Superior Hiking Trail.
• The Wentworths met while working at the same chemical
disposal firm in Chicago.
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